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TREE OR SHRUB PLANTING DETAIL 

(SLOPING GROUND)

SHRUB BED PLANTING DETAIL

NOTES:

SOIL  BACKFILL

COMPACTED NATIVE 

4'

DRYWALL SCREWS

TO STAKE(S) WITH TWO 3" 

ON ROOT BALL) ATTACHED 

CROSS MEMBER (RESTING 

2 X 2 UNTREATED PINE 

SECTION

PLAN

MAY VARY

ROOT BALL 

WIDTH OF 

PINE STAKE (TYP)

2 X 2 UNTREATED 

DRYWALL SCREWS  (TYP)

TO STAKE(S) WITH TWO 3" 

ON ROOT BALL) ATTACHED 

CROSS MEMBER (RESTING 

2 X 2 UNTREATED PINE 

OFF THE TREE COLLAR)

(KEEP MULCH MIN. 2"

BALL IS ABOVE GRADE

SO THAT 1/8 OF ROOT 

INSTALL TREE OR SHRUB 

RING (TYP)

WATER RETENTION 

(STAKE TREES 8' OR TALLER)

BRANCHES

PRUNE DAMAGED 

TREE PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS
(FOR CONTAINER OR BALLED & BURLAPPED TREES)

HIGHER.

PLANT THE TREE BALL SLIGHTLY 

LOW LAYING OR WET AREAS, 

SURROUNDING GRADE.  IN 

TREE BALL LEVEL WITH THE 

SOIL LOCATIONS, PLANT THE 

IN ARID, DRY, OR SANDY 

LEADER

DO NOT REMOVE 

- PLANT HOLE WIDTH TO BE TWICE THE ROOT BALL SIZE OR 

CONTAINER DIAMETER.

- APPLY HERBICIDES A MIN. OF 7 DAYS PRIOR TO PLANTING, 

BY LABEL INSTRUCTIONS, OR AS DIRECTED BY THE NCDOT ENGINEER.

- APPLY FERTILIZER AT PLANTING TIME IN THE FORM OF A SLOW 

RELEASE PELLET OR TABLET.  APPLY AT RATE RECOMMENDED BY 

MANUFACTURER. BOTH RATE AND FORMULATION MUST BE APPROVED 

BY FIELD ENGINEER PRIOR TO APPLICATION.

- ALL PRUNING TO FOLLOW STANDARD ARBORICULTURAL PRACTICES 

AS SPECIFIED BY INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF ARBORICULTURE.

- DO NOT ATTEMPT TO STRAIGHTEN A TREE THAT HAS BEEN 

PLANTED AT AN ANGLE WITH THE USE OF STAKING OR GUYING.  

DIG TREE AND REPLANT TO UPRIGHT POSITION.

ROOT BALL STAKING DETAIL
TREE PLANTING & 

ONCE ROOT BALL IS PLACED

IN THE HOLE, FOLD BACK 

(OR REMOVE) TOP 13 OF 

FABRIC AND METAL CAGE. 

BALL IS ABOVE GRADE

SO THAT 1/8 OF ROOT 

INSTALL TREE OR SHRUB 

FINISH GRADE

MULCH
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PRUNE DAMAGED BRANCHES

ROOT BALL

RING

WATER RETENTION 

width of plant bed varies

existing ground level

topsoil 

and slope to drain

compact soil back fill

(mow/mulch ring)

BED EDGE

6" deep PLANT

(MAY VARY)

3:1 back-slope

BED

EDGE OF PLANT

6"

MIN.

PLANT BED EDGE DETAIL

MULCH

     4'

plant bed OR NATURAL AREAS

MINIMUM DEPTH OF 6".

SCARIFY (TILL) BED TO A 

COMPACT BACKFILL

COMPACT BACKFILL

PLANT DETAIL
GROUND COVER/ BEDDING 

BEFORE OR AFTER MULCHING

PLANTS MAY BE INSTALLED 

4" MULCH

FINISH GRADE

GREATER.

CONTAINER SIZE, WHICHEVER IS 

MIN. DEPTH OF 6" OR 2" DEEPER THAN 

BEFORE PLANTING, SCARIFY SOIL TO A

ROOTS.

(OR HAND SAW) TO REMOVE GIRDLING 

(MAX. 2") WITH SHARP SPADE SHOVEL 

SHAVE OUTER PERIPHERY OF ROOT BALL 

TREE COLLAR
NEEDED)

SYSTEM (NO ROOT SHAVING 

HEALTHY VASCULAR ROOT 

ROOT BALL)

ROOT GROWTH ENCIRCLING 

ROOT SYSTEM (EXCESSIVE 

GIRDLING & ROOT BOUND

IN THE HOLE.

PLANTING OR AFTER PLACING 

BE PERFORMED JUST PRIOR TO 

ROOT BALL SHAVING CAN 

SIZE OR CONTAINER DIAMETER.

BE TWICE THE ROOT BALL 

PLANT HOLE WIDTH TO 

WATER RETENTION RING

FINISH GRADE

ROOT BALL IS ABOVE FINISH GRADE.

INSTALL SHRUB SO THAT 1/8 OF 
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